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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant's amendment filed 5/3 1/05. 

2. Claims 1-39 are pending. 

3. Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-39 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. as being unpatentable over Povilus (US Patent 
No. 5,740,425) in view of Walker et al. (Walker hereinafter) (US patent No. 6,249,772) 

Regarding Claims 1, and 31, 32, and 33, Povilus discloses a method of distributing data 
for use in a catalog, comprising: 
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capturing product data for one or more products according to data model, the data model 
having one or more classes, each one of the one or more classes being defined by one or more 
categories, each of the one or more categories being defined by an attribute group having one or 
more attributes (see Col. 6, lines 48-53, Povilus); 

Povilus is silent with respect to the method of storing the product data including both a 
manufacturer SKU that identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product, 
and at least one customer SKU that identifies the product, each customer SKU being associated 
with a customer for which the product data is being stored for subsequence distribution to the 
customer, wherein the sorted product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the 
customer being a manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the product. On the other hand Walker 
at Fig. 6A disclose the method of storing the product data including both a manufacturer SKU 
that identifies the product (ITEM NUMBER, wherein the item number corresponds to the 
manufacture SKU) and a customer SKU that identifies the product (STORE ID NUMBER, 
wherein the store id number corresponds to the customer SKU), and at least one customer SKU 
that identifies the product, each customer SKU being associated with a customer for which the 
product data is being stored for subsequence distribution to the customer (MODEL), wherein the 
sorted product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the customer being a 
manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the product (Co. 8, lines 10-17, Walker). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the Povilus 
and providing more than one identification number to one product, skilled artisan would have 
been motivated to do so to control the flow of products to different retailer by one identification 
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number even if the retailers use different method of identifying the same product based on the 
way the sort their products. 

Regarding Claims 2, 34, 35, and 36, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method of 
maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, comprising: 

receiving a customer product portfolio file, the customer portfolio file including at least 
one SKU associated with each product for which data is requested by a customer, the customer 
being a manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the products (Col. 7, lines 13-19, Povilus 1 ); 

mapping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file such that each 
product identified in the customer product portfolio file that is not in the system product data file 
is identified (Col. 7, lines 19-28, Povilus); 

capturing data for the product that is not in the system product data file (Col. 8, lines 2-7, 
Povilus); 

adding the captured data for the product to the system product data file (Col. 8, lines 7- 
15, Povilus). 

Regarding Claims 3, and 4, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further 
including: 

generating component data for the product from the system product data file, wherein the 
component data includes at least one of a product description, technical specifications, a 
marketing description, an image(Col. 8, lines 25-33, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 5, and 6, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further 
including: 



1 Examiner interprets the Definer corresponds to the customer SKU. 
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generating enriched product data from the system product data file according to a 
customer profile, transmitting the enriched product data (Col. 8, lines 34-39, Povilus 2 ); 

Regarding Claim 6, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein the steps of 
generating enriched product data and transmitting the enriched product data are performed 
simultaneously with the steps of capturing data, adding the captured data, and generating 
component data (Col. 8, lines 52-58, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 7, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein the customer 
product portfolio file includes: 

a manufacturer SKU associated with a product (Col. 17, lines 58-61, Povilus); 

a customer SKU assigned by a customer to the product (Col. 18, lines 17-25, Povilus); 

a manufacturer identifier for the product that identifies a manufacturer of the product 
(Col. 17, lines 61-66, Povilus); 

a product description describing the product (Col. 17, lines 41-54, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 8, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 

retrieving a component definition associated with the component data, the component 
definition having a section header, a line header, and a line body definition that defines contents 
and format for a line body which describes the line header (Col. 20, lines 1-20, Povilus); 

obtaining the contents of the line body from the system product data file and from literals 
provided in the line body definition (Col. 20, lines 10-19, Povilus); 

providing the section header, the line header, and the line body (Col. 20, lines 19-29, 
Povilus). 



2 Examine interprets the further details disclosed by Povilus corresponds to enriched claimed. 
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Regarding Claim 9, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 
classifying the product in one of a plurality of categories, each of the categories having at 

least one attribute group that identifies one or more attributes, each of the attributes being 

associated with one or more values (Col. 19, lines 46-63, Povilus); 

wherein the line header identifies an attribute group associated with the product (Fig. 19, 

Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 10, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 
classifying the product according to a data model (Col. 19, lines 20-24, Povilus); 
extracting information specified by a component definition from the system product data 

file and the data model(Col. 19, lines 24-29, Povilus); 

building a component descriptor from the extracted information and the component 

definition (Col. 19, lines 29-31, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 1 1, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 
providing the component descriptor in response to a catalog query (Col. 19, lines 40-45, 

Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 12, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 

storing the component descriptor in a file (Col. 10, lines 60-63, Povilus). 

Regarding Claims 13, and 37, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method of 
maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, comprising: 

receiving a customer product portfolio file that identifies products for which data is 
requested, wherein the customer product portfolio file includes at least one SKU associated with 
each of the products for which data is requested by the customer, the customer being a 
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manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the products the customer being a manufacturer, retailer, 
or distributor of the products for which data is requested by the customer in the customer 
products portfolio file(Col. 10, lines 27-50, Povilus); 

mapping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file such that each 
product that is in the system product data file is identified (Col. 10, lines 50-60, Povilus); 

generating enriched product data from the system product data file according to a 
customer profile; transmitting the enriched product data (Col. 12, lines 5-19, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 14, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein the customer 
profile identifies at least one customer, and wherein generating enriched product data from the 
system product data file according to the customer profile includes: 

obtaining a system record associated with a customer from the system product data file 
(Col. 6, lines 66-67, Povilus); 

generating a product header for the system record, the product header including a 
customer SKU associated with the system record (Col. 12, lines 5-19, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 15, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein the product 
header further includes a system SKU that identifies a product associated with the system record 
and a category identifier that identifies a category in which the product is classified (Fig. 19, 
Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 16, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein the product 
header further includes at least one of a manufacturer product description that describes standard 
features of the product, a product line associated with the product, and a model number 
associated with the product (Col. 17, lines 41-57, Povilus). 
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Regarding Claim 17, and 18, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein the 
customer profile further includes customer searchable attribute preferences corresponding to 
each customer, the customer searchable attribute preferences specifying attributes for which 
values are to be transmitted, the method further including: 

obtaining attribute values for the specified attributes from the system record (Col 14, 58- 
65, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 19, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 
producing a list of related products associated with the system record (Col. 13, lines 27- 
35, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 20, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method, wherein the list of 
related products includes the customer SKU associated with the system record (Col. 17, lines 58- 
61, Povilus) and a customer SKU for each of the related products (Col. 17, lines 58-61, Povilus). 

Regarding Claims 21, 29, and 30, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method of 
maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, comprising: 

receiving a customer product portfolio file that identifies products for which data is 
requested by one or more customer, the data being suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the 
customer product portfolio file including a manufacturer SKU associated with each product, a 
customer SKU associated with the product, a manufacturer identifier identifying a manufacturer 
of each of the products for which data is requested, the customer being a manufacturer, retailer, 
or distributor of the products for which data is requested by the customer in the customer 
products portfolio file (Col. 10, lines 27-50, Povilus); and 
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mapping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file such that each 
product for which data is not in the system product data file is identified, thereby identifying one 
or more of the products for which data is requested and has not been obtained and stored in the 
system product data file (Col 10, lines 50-60, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 22, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein mapping the 
customer product portfolio file includes: 

ascertaining whether the manufacturer identified in the customer product portfolio file is 
new, the manufacturer being a new manufacturer if the manufacturer is not identified in the 
system product data file(Col. 12, lines 5-19, Povilus); and 

if the manufacturer is new, assigning a manufacturer identifier to the new manufacturer 
such that the manufacturer identifier is stored in the system product data file (Col. 17,lines 41-54, 
Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 23, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method wherein mapping the 
customer product portfolio file includes: 

determining whether the customer SKU in the customer product portfolio file is new, the 
customer SKU being new if the customer SKU is not identified in the system product data file 
(Col. 7, lines 13-19, Povilus); 

if the customer SKU is new, creating a new system SKU such that the new system SKU 
is mapped in the system product data file to the customer SKU (Col. 19-28, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 24, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 
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classifying the new system SKU according to a data model, the data model including one 
or more classes, each of the one or more classes including one or more categories (Col. 18, lines 
41-50, Povilus). . 

Regarding Claim 25, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method further including: 
determining whether the customer SKU is invalid (Col. 38, lines 56-63, Povilus); 
reporting the customer SKU if it is determined to be invalid(Col. 38, lines 63-67, 
Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 26, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method of querying a catalog 
database, the catalog database including 

product data for one or more products, each of the products being classified in at least 
one of a plurality of categories, the product data for each product including a set of attributes 
corresponding to the category within which the product is classified, each of the attributes having 
at least one attribute value, the method comprising: 

accepting a selection of at least one of the set of attributes corresponding to one of the 
plurality of categories (Col. 18, lines 51-54, Povilus); 

accepting a selection of products within the one of the plurality of categories (Col. 18, 
lines 5-59, Povilus); 

obtaining one or more attribute values corresponding to the selected attributes for each of 
the selected products from the catalog database (Col. 18, lines 60-65, Povilus); 

displaying the obtained attribute values for the selected products (Col. 15, lines 24-32, 
Povilus). 
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Regarding Claim 27,Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method where displaying the 
obtained attribute values for the selected products includes assigning normalized numeric values 
to the obtained attribute values (Col. 18, lines 51-54, Povilus). 

Regarding Claim 28, Povilus in view of Walker discloses a method of querying a catalog 
database including product data for one or more products classified according to a data model, 
the method comprising: 

accepting a user query specifying a product and a component to be retrieved for use in a 
catalog, the catalog component including at least one of a product description, technical 
specifications, a marketing description, an image, and a URL associated with the product (Col. 
19, lines 25-31, Povilus); 

obtaining a catalog component definition associated with the catalog component, the 
catalog component definition defining a format for the catalog component (Col. 18, lines 60-65, 
Povilus); 

extracting information specified by the catalog component definition from the catalog 
database and the data model (Col. 19, lines 34-45, Povilus); 

building a catalog component descriptor from the extracted information and the catalog 
component definition (Col. 19, lines 46-54, Povilus). 

Remarks 

Applicant argues that the Povilus fails to disclose "both manufacture SKU and customer 
SKU that identifies the product". 
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Examiner agrees and present the Walker reference that teaches identifying the product 
with "item Number" as the "manufacture SKU" and the "store ID number" as the "customer 
SKU" as disclosed in Fig. 6A. 



examiner should be directed to Sana Al-Hashemi whose telephone number is 571-272-4013. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571- 
272-4023. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 

Sana Al-Hashemi 
Patent Examiner 
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